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Dear Blizzard Members and Parents, 
 
WELCOME TO BLIZZARD SKI AND SNOWBOARD SCHOOL 
 
 
Congratulations on joining the finest ski and snowboard school in 
Michigan.  Membership in our private school will bring you good times, 
new friends, and experiences to be remembered for a lifetime.  Whether 
you have never skied or snowboarded or you can master the bumps, 
Blizzard is known for its quality instruction and for the fun you will have 
with our school. 
 
 
PLEASE READ THIS HANDBOOK CAREFULLY AS IT CONTAINS 
IMPORTANT INFORMATION THAT WILL HELP YOU AND YOUR 
PARENTS UNDERSTAND HOW THE BLIZZARD PROGRAM WORKS. 
 
 
YOUR MEMBERSHIP KIT - Your kit contains all of the material 
necessary for participation in Blizzard Ski and Snowboard School. 
Please take a moment to review the enclosed materials with your 
parents. You can pick up additional material as needed during any 
Saturday trip. We also have all information on our Web Page, 
WWW.SKIKIDS.NET.  
 
 
BLIZZARD MEMBERSHIP CARD - Your card must be carried with you 
during all sponsored trips. You must present it to the check in table 
supervisor to purchase a group rate lift ticket every Saturday. 
 
 
BLIZZARD SKI SCHOOL LOGO AND LEVEL PATCHES – Be proud of 
your ski school and display the Blizzard logo patch on the upper left 
shoulder of your jacket. This identifies you as a Blizzard member to staff 
and area employees.  Everyone, including pin levels, must wear the logo 
patch. The level patch(s) should be sewn beneath the Blizzard logo 
patch.  Your current level patch must be sewn in place. The “Mini”  
“Youth”, and “Boarder” rocker should be sewn above the Blizzard logo 
patch. An elastic armband is an alternative for those who do not want to 
fix the patches to the jacket permanently. 
 
WOODEN NICKEL EARLY ENROLLMENT INCENTIVES - A valuable 
wooden nickel is given to those members who sign up prior to November 
15th.  This wooden nickel can be exchanged for a group rate lift ticket on 
Saturday during the season. 
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SEASON SCHEDULE – The enclosed schedule is important and 
deserves a special place on your bulletin board or refrigerator.  The 
Season Schedule can also be viewed or downloaded from the Blizzard 
web page www.skikids.net. 
 
 

ABOUT YOUR SKI & SNOWBOARD SCHOOL 
 
 
FUN - Having fun while learning to ski or snowboard and improving your 
skills by advancing from one level to the next is very rewarding.  
However, do not feel pressured or discouraged if you do not move to the 
next level after each lesson.  It is important to be strong in the skills 
required in your current level than to be weak in the next level just 
because you want to move up.  Each lesson continues to strengthen and 
build your ski or snowboard skills.  Attending weekly lessons and 
practice will help you improve your skills and progress to the next level. 
 
 
LESSONS -- Blizzard Instructors are highly trained, qualified individuals 
who enjoy teaching. Classes form at the designated meeting place 
outside the lodge.  Look for the Blizzard Ski and Snowboard School box 
and numbered orange cones which designate the starting point for each 
lesson. You will see approximately 50 Instructors wearing Blizzard (Blue 
and Yellow) Instructor jackets at the meeting area, so the location is 
clearly visible.  Classes’ start at 10:00AM and all lessons are done by 
3:30PM. 
 
 
PATCHES -- As you earn the level patches, sew them on your left sleeve 
below the Blizzard logo patch and place level pins on your left chest 
pocket.  Your current level patch must be sewn in place. This is very 
important, as we will not allow any student to attend a class unless 
the proper level patch or pin is displayed.  The level patches also let 
Blizzard staff know you are using the appropriate terrain while free 
skiing.  Good luck, and remember that you will continue to improve if you 
attend lessons and practice. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Page 2



 

LESSONS, LEVELS and LUNCH 
 
 
BLIZZARD MINI (6 – 8 years) 
 
Lessons:  The lessons start at 10:00 AM and end at 3:30pm.  Classes 
form at the designated meeting place outside the lodge.  Look for the 
Blizzard Ski and Snowboard School box and the colored Mini Class 
signs, which designate the starting point for each lesson. You will see 
approximately 15-20 Instructors wearing Blizzard (Blue and Yellow) 
Instructor jackets at the meeting area, so the location is clearly visible. 
 
Skiing levels:  The levels are White, Yellow, Green, Blue, Black and 
Double Black. Square patches are given to you as you pass into the next 
level.   
 
Testing:  Minis are tested during the lesson and moved up at any time 
when they show proficiency in their skill level. 
 
Lunchtime is scheduled from 12:00PM – 1:00 PM.     Mini Members 
MUST bring a lunch.   Please pack lunches and beverages in a 
container such as a lunch box or sturdy bag.  Be sure to include a 
beverage.  Clearly print the child’s FIRST AND LAST name on the 
container.   The Instructors bring the Minis in to the supervised lunch 
area at noon.  The Minis are supervised for the entire lunch hour, after 
eating, Minis will participate in games and other fun activities.  The 
Instructors will return at 1:00 PM for the start of the afternoon session. 
 
 
BLIZZARD YOUTH (8-12 years) 
 
Lessons:  Look for the Blizzard Ski and Snowboard School box and 
numbered orange cones that designate the starting point for each 
lesson. You will see Blizzard Instructors wearing Blizzard (Blue and 
Yellow) Instructor jackets at the meeting area, so the location is clearly 
visible.  Lessons start “on arrival” 10:00 AM, or 1:30 PM.  The supervised 
free ski starts on arrival 10:00AM and 1:30PM for those not in a lesson. 
 
Skiing Levels:  The levels are B, L, I, ZZ, A, R, D, Bronze, Silver, and 
Gold. B, L, and I are green circle patches, ZZ, A, and R are blue square 
patches, D is a black diamond patch, and Bronze, Silver, and Gold are 
pins. The coveted GOLD pin is the highest Blizzard level that you can 
achieve. 
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Testing:  When you have shown the necessary skills during your lesson 
the Instructor will give you a “Blizzard Testing Card”.  This test card is 
your ticket to attend testing at the end of your class.  All members who 
are given a Testing Card will be directed to the testing area.  A PSIA 
certified Instructor will take the group up the hill. You then demonstrate 
you have mastered the skills described on the testing card for your level.  
The instructor will then tell you if you have passed to the next level. 
 
Lunch:  The lunch break for instructors is mid day between the two 2 
lesson blocks, 12:30 PM – 1:30 PM. Youth members take lunch at this 
time as well. The supervisors bring the Youth members in to the 
supervised lunch area.  The Youths are monitored but are not required to 
stay in the Blizzard area for the entire lunch hour.  Please pack lunches 
and beverages in a container such as a lunch box or sturdy bag.  Clearly 
print your First & Last name on your lunch bag.  Youth program 
members may buy their lunch at the area. 
 
 
BLIZZARD TEEN (12-17 years) 
 
Lessons:  Look for the Blizzard Ski and Snowboard School box and 
numbered orange cones that designate the starting point for each 
lesson. You will see Blizzard Instructors wearing Blizzard (Blue and 
Yellow) Instructor jackets at the meeting area, so the location is clearly 
visible.  Classes start at 10:00 AM, and 1:30 PM.  The Blizzard Director 
will announce over the area public address system that the classes are 
forming at the cones 10 minutes before each lesson. With area noise, 
reminder announcements can be missed so wear a watch; it is your 
responsibility to be on time. 
 
Skiing Levels:  The levels are B, L, I, ZZ, A, R, D, Bronze, Silver, and 
Gold. Levels B, L, and I are green circle patches, ZZ, A, Level R is a blue 
square patches, D is a black diamond patch, and Bronze, Silver, and 
Gold are pins. The coveted GOLD pin is the highest Blizzard level that 
you can achieve. 
 
Testing:  When you have shown the necessary skills during your lesson 
the Instructor will give you a “Blizzard Testing Card”.  This test card is 
your ticket to attend testing at the end of your class.  All members who 
are given a Testing Card will be directed to the testing area.  A PSIA 
certified Instructor will take the group up the hill. You then demonstrate 
you have mastered the skills described on the testing card for your level.  
The instructor will then tell you if you have passed to the next level. 
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Lunch:  The lunch break is mid day between the two 2 lesson blocks, 
12:30 PM – 1:30 PM.  Teen members take lunch at this time as well.  
Please pack lunches and beverages in a container such as a lunch box 
or sturdy bag.  Clearly print your First & Last name on your lunch bag.  
Teen program members may buy their lunch at the area. 
 
 
BLIZZARD SNOWBOARDING (9-17 years) 
   
Lessons:  Blizzard Instructors are highly trained, qualified individuals who 
enjoy teaching. Classes form at the designated meeting place outside 
the lodge.  Look for the Blizzard Ski and Snowboard School box and 
numbered orange cones which designate the starting point for each 
lesson. You will see Blizzard Instructors wearing Blizzard (Blue and 
Yellow) Instructor jackets at the meeting area, so the location is clearly 
visible.  Classes start “on arrival” 10:00 AM, and run through the day.  
Check the scheduled each Saturday for your lesson time.  The Blizzard 
Director will announce over the area public address system that the 
classes are forming at the cones 10 minutes before each lesson. With 
area noise, reminder announcements can be missed so wear a watch it 
is your responsibility to be on time. 
 
Snowboarding Levels: The levels are Rocker, White, Yellow, Green, 
Blue, Black, and Gold. These are square patches with the exception of 
the  Gold pin. 
 
Testing:  When you have shown the necessary skills during your lesson 
the Instructor will give you a “Blizzard Testing Card”.  This test card is 
your ticket to attend testing at the end of your class.  All members who 
are given a Testing Card will be directed to the testing area.  A PSIA 
certified Instructor will take the group up the hill. You then demonstrate 
you have mastered the skills described on the testing card for your level.  
The instructor will then tell you if you have passed to the next level. 
 
Lunch:  The lunch break is mid day between 12:00 PM – 1:30 PM.  
Snowboard members may take lunch at this time as well.  Please pack 
lunches and beverages in a container such as a lunch box or sturdy bag.  
Clearly print your First & Last name on your lunch bag.  Snowboard 
program members MAY buy their lunch at the area. 
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RACING (12-17 years) 
 
Lessons:  Look for the Blizzard Ski and Snowboard School box and 
numbered cones which designate the starting point for each lesson. You 
will see Blizzard Instructors wearing Blizzard (Blue and Yellow) Instructor 
jackets at the meeting area, so the location is clearly visible.  Classes 
start 10:00PM  or 1:30 PM only one scheduled dates.  The Blizzard 
Director will announce over the area public address system that the 
classes are forming at the cones 10 minutes before each lesson. With 
area noise, reminder announcements can be missed so wear a watch; it 
is your responsibility to be on time. 
 
Equipment:  Racers are required to wear racing shin pads and helmet 
during race classes.  Hand protection and pole guard are not required.  A 
signed race waiver is required prior to attending classes. 
 
Skiing Levels:  The levels are R, D, Bronze, Silver, and Gold.   
 
Testing:  When you have shown the necessary skills during your lesson 
the Instructor will give you a “Blizzard Testing Card”.  This test card is 
your ticket to attend testing at the end of your class.  All members who 
are given a Testing Card will be directed to the testing area.  A PSIA 
certified Instructor will take the group up the hill. You then demonstrate 
you have mastered the skills described on the testing card for your level.  
The instructor will then tell you if you have passed to the next level. 
 
Lunch:  The lunch break is mid day between the two 2 lesson blocks, 
12:30 PM – 1:30 PM.  Teen members take lunch at this time as well.  
Please pack lunches and beverages in a container such as a lunch box 
or sturdy bag.  Clearly print your First & Last name on your lunch bag.  
Youth program members MAY  buy their lunch at the area. 
 
 
 
NO IMPROPER BEHAVIOR, DRUGS, SMOKING OR DRINKING!! 
 
Blizzard does not tolerate improper behavior, use of drugs, smoking or 
drinking.  Possession or use of drugs or liquor will result in termination of 
membership without a refund.  “Bombing” the hill, recklessness, line 
crashing, and being on slopes not appropriate for your ability may result 
in loss of your lift ticket for the day. Repeat offenses will result in 
revocation of your membership. 
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RESPONSIBILITY CODE 
 

 
These are the “Rules of the Road” for all Skiers and Snowboarders. 
1. Always stay in control and be able to stop or avoid other people or 

objects. 
2. People ahead of you have the right of way. It is your responsibility to 

avoid them. 
3. You must not stop where you obstruct a trail or are not visible from 

above. 
4. Whenever starting downhill or merging into a trail, look uphill and yield 

to others. 
5. Always use devices to help prevent runaway equipment. 
6. Observe all posted signs and warnings. Keep off closed trails and out 

of closed areas. 
7. Prior to using any lift, you must have the knowledge and ability to 

load, ride and unload safely. 
 
 

DROP-OFF AND PICK-UP PROCEDURES 
 
 
DROP-OFF 
You must be checked in by your parent(s), guardian, or driver at the 
Blizzard Table in the lodge between 9:15 AM - 9:45 AM. You will need to 
present each members I.D. card and pay for your lift ticket at this time.  
 
 
PICK UP   
Minis can be picked up outside at the lesson signs at 3:30PM.   Youth, 
Teens Skiers and Snowboarders can be picked up at the lesson cones at 
3:30 PM.  ALL MEMBERS ARE TO BE PICKED UP NO LATER THAN 
4:00 PM. 
 
 
 
TRIP CANCELLATION 
Saturday trips are RARELY cancelled.  If the ski area is open, we will be 
skiing. If you are not sure whether Blizzard will be skiing, check 
http://www.skikids.net as this is the first place updated. You can also call 
(248) 677-9705. 
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THURSDAY NIGHT CALLINGS 
Two Thursdays before the first trip you will receive a test calling (see 
schedule at www.skikids.net).  This test provides you and the Blizzard 
caller the chance to get used to our system.  We will be checking for your 
correct name, age, etc. You will receive a call from our Blizzard callers 
between 5:00 PM-9:00 PM every Thursday night during the ski season.  
During the call, the Blizzard caller will ask if you will ski or snowboarding 
with us on Saturday.  If you are attending, the caller will provide you with 
the trip information. If you miss or do not receive the weekly call, please 
call the Blizzard office by 7:00 PM on Thursday or fill in the “missed call” 
form on the Blizzard web site no later than 10 AM Friday. 
 
 
IF YOU NEED HELP 
IN THE LODGE - Go to the Blizzard check in table. Blizzard Supervisors 
will assist you. 
 
ON THE HILL - Go to CONE ONE next to the big white Blizzard box.  
CONE ONE is always staffed with a Supervisor to assist you. 
 
 
EQUIPMENT 
All members are expected to have their own equipment. Minis do not use 
poles until Blue level.  Renting at the area is not recommended.as long 
lines at the rental office and the time required to obtain the necessary 
equipment may cause kids to miss their lesson.  Several local ski shops 
provide seasonal rentals.  Check the Blizzard web page www.skikids.net 
for the  ski shops near you.  Tell the ski shop you’re a Blizzard member.  
Make sure all your equipment is checked for proper fit and operation.  
Equipment should be tuned and waxed preseason and at least twice 
during the season.  A binding safety check should be performed annually 
and you should practice putting on your new equipment before the 
season starts. 
 
We provide sheets of Blizzard Ski and Snowboard School stickers to 
help you identify YOUR equipment.  Please mark your name on your 
poles, skis or snowboard as many members have identical equipment. 
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Each member is responsible for his or her own equipment.   
Blizzard strongly recommends that you check your equipment into the 
corral or cable lock your equipment when going into the lodge.  All areas 
have corrals, which are staffed for the day. . Blizzard recommends that 
you mark all of your equipment, clothing and any other item you bring 
with your First and Last name. Blizzard is not responsible for keeping 
track of your belongings.  We have included in your member kit a sheet 
of stickers, a large logo and two small logos just for fun and four 
rectangular stickers with a logo.  The rectangular stickers are for labeling 
your equipment. Print your name clearly on the stickers with a Sharpie or 
other permanent marker, allowing time to dry to prevent smudging.  
Clean the area on your skis and poles where you will put the label and 
make sure this area is dry before attaching the sticker at room 
temperature. Name labels help prevent accidental mix-ups of equipment 
and assist in locating lost equipment. Name labels are available at the 
Blizzard table in the lodge. 
 
 
CLOTHING – Several thin, loose layers of clothing are better than heavy, 
bulky layers of clothing.  Cotton clothing next to the skin is not 
recommended. Use silk, Polartec, Duofold, Thermax, Thermolite, 
Thinsulate, Fleece or Silk/Wool blends for underwear, socks and shirts to 
help keep you dry and warm. To assure your comfort and enjoyment of 
the cold weather, we suggest the following items: thermal underwear, 
helmet or hat, sweater or fleece shirts, goggles, sun glasses, sun screen, 
suitable water proof gloves or mittens, (no knitted gloves!) turtleneck, 
and weather–resistant jacket and pants, thermal socks (cotton socks are 
not recommended). 
 
 
SAFETY - Blizzard does every thing possible to ensure your safety.  
Skiing and snowboarding can be a risky sport; we recommend the 
following equipment to help prevent injuries. Seriously consider wearing 
a snow sport helmet.  Helmet design is becoming more fashionable and 
can also help keep you warmer then a hat on cold days. Snowboarders 
should consider wearing wrist guards and kneepads. The ski areas are 
becoming multi-use to accommodate Skiers, Boarders, Racers, and 
Carvers. Following the safety equipment suggestions improve your 
chances of remaining injury-free. 
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GUESTS 
 
Minis: 
Mini program members may not bring guests unless prior approval from 
Jim Johnson or George Lundin is obtained.  Please call the office to 
speak with Jim or George to get advance approval for Mini guests.  No 
guests are allowed on the first two trips or on Blizzard Olympics Day. An 
individual may not attend as a guest more than two outings per season. 
Adult guests are welcome let us help you make it a family sport! 
 
 
Youth, Teen and Snowboard: 
Youth, Teen and Snowboard program members may bring a guest any 
Saturday beginning after the second outing.  No guests are allowed on 
the first two trips or on Blizzard Olympics Day. An individual may not 
attend as a guest more than two outings per season. Adult guests are 
welcome let us help you make it a family sport! 
 
Follow these steps when bringing a guest: 
1. Tell your caller the week of the Saturday outing that you are bringing a 
guest. 
2. Tell your caller whether your guest has skied or snowboarded before 
(“T.B.C.”) or is a beginner (“B”) so that they can be placed in the 
appropriate class. 
3. Have your guest’s parent or guardian complete and sign the Blizzard 
guest permission form. We cannot accept guests without this signed 
form. Forms are available online http://www.skikids.net/Guestpass.PDF 
4. The guest fee covers the lift ticket and one 2 hour lesson.  
5. All guests must check in with the supervisor at the ticket/Information 
Table immediately upon arrival. 
6. Present the permission form with payment for the lesson and lift ticket. 
7. Guests must report to Cone #2 before going onto the hill. 

 
 

HELP WANTED  
 
CALLERS NEEDED: 
We need reliable teen members to help us out on Thursday evenings 
between 5:00 PM - 7:00 PM.  Callers contact a short list of their fellow 
members living in their area to verify who will be attending the upcoming 
Saturday trip.  The Callers then report the results to Gina the office 
manager.  The calling process doesn’t take very long AND IT PAYS (as 
in money). 
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This position is very important to our operation as we schedule 
Instructors based on the information gathered by our callers.  These calls 
must be made within the stated hours so please keep that in mind when 
considering your availability.  Callers must be at least 12 years old and 
be a currently enrolled member.  CALL 248-677-9705, or send an e-mail 
to Gina@skikids.net. 
 
 

SPECIAL MEMBERSHIP PROGRAMS 
 
 
GOLD PINS - Silver pin skiers and black patch “boarders” can work 
toward a Gold pin. This is the highest level within Blizzard and is earned 
only during the Gold Test Weekend. During the GOLD TEST, the 
candidate must take two runs in front of our top certified instructors and 
receive passing grades. Since 1963, less than one percent of Blizzard 
members have attained this truly phenomenal level of achievement. A 
member who earns this award is truly considered an “EXPERT”. 
 
 
GOLD TEST - See calendar for scheduled trips.  Silver pin skiers and 
black patch “boarders” can work toward a Gold pin.  The Gold test will be 
given on Sundays at Boyne Mountain.  Gold test starts at 9:00 AM; we 
meet in front of the Heather High Speed Chair. 
 
 
APPRENTICE INSTRUCTOR – Level “D” or higher skiers and black 
patch boarders 15 years old or older may participate in our apprentice 
program.  When you turn 16, you may test for a regular Instructor 
position.  Call the Blizzard office to enroll or visit our web site 
www.skikids.net for more information. 

 
 

SPECIAL INVITATION TO ALL BLIZZARD PARENTS 
Blizzard is a family affair. Many of our Supervisors are parents of 
members. We are always looking for good Supervisors and invite you to 
join us.  If you are interested, call the Blizzard office or visit our web site 
for a supervisor application. 
 
Parents who wish to take advantage of our instructional skills may join us 
any Saturday after the second outing as full or half season Adult 
members.  See Blizzard Web Page for details. 
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MEDICAL INFORMATION - If your child is taking medication on a 
continual basis (i.e. Ritalin), or has a medical condition that we should be 
aware of and you have not already noted the condition on the 
application, please call the office and let us know. A medical alert tag is 
good policy. 
 
 
IN CASE OF AN ACCIDENT - In the unlikely event your child is injured 
while skiing or snowboarding, they will be taken care of by our Blizzard 
National Ski Patrol in the area patrol facility. A Blizzard representative 
will telephone you at home or your designated contact number to notify 
you and consult with you to determine what must be done. 
 
 
EMERGENCY NUMBERS - If there is an emergency and you need to 
contact us during a Saturday trip, call the Blizzard office first, (248) 677- 
9705, if you are unable to contact Blizzards.  Call the ski area and ask to 
speak to a Blizzard representative. The area numbers are: 
 
 

 
Mt. Brighton (810) 229-9581 
Mt. Holly (248) 634-8260 
Pine Knob (248) 625-0801 

  
 
BLIZZARD OFFICE 
(248) 677-9705 
November 1 – March 31, 5:00 PM - 9:00pm Monday – Friday,  
December 15th – March 1st, 7:00AM-9:00PM, Saturdays. 
Voice Mail can be left during no business hours. 
 
Please call the office or email jim@skikids.net, george@skikids.net, or 
gina@skikids.net if you have any questions or need help. We welcome 
your input and enjoy talking with you. If you reach our voice mail system, 
please leave a message with the best way and most convenient time to 
reach you.  We will return your call as soon as possible. 
 

WWW . SKIKIDS . NET 
(Visit often) 
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